
 

 

August 26, 2020 marks the centennial anniversary of ratification of the 19th Amendment.  Five 
million women took part in the fight for equality over seven decades (1848-1920) to win ratification 
of this amendment to the Constitution – the right for all American women to vote.  Without this 
fight for full citizenship, women would not have been able to advance in education, employment, 
wealth, civil rights, business ownership, and parental rights.  Women involved in the Suffragette 
Movement were often illegally imprisoned for picketing the White House.  They were often 
humiliated, kept in inhumane prisons, tortured, locked in solitary confinement and 
brutalized.  When word leaked out about this unconscionable treatment, it became a turning point, 
forcing President Woodrow Wilson to ask Congress for a Constitutional Amendment .  

The 19th amendment was passed by the senate in June 4 1919 and ratified on August 18, 1920. 
Tennessee narrowly approved the Nineteenth Amendment, with 50 of 99 members of 
the Tennessee House of Representatives voting yes.  This provided the final ratification necessary to 
add the amendment to the Constitution, making the United States the twenty-seventh country in 
the world to give women the right to vote.  Upon signing the ratification certificate, the Governor of 
Tennessee sent it by registered mail to the U.S. Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby, whose office 
received it at 4:00 a.m. on August 26, 1920. Once certified as correct, Colby signed the 
Proclamation of the Women's Suffrage Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in the presence of his 
secretary only.         

Before the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, individual states had passed 
legislation that allowed women to vote in different types of elections; some only allowed women to 
vote in school or municipal elections, some required that women owned property if they wanted to 
vote, and some territories extended full suffrage to women, only to take it away once they became 
states.  Although legally entitled to vote, black women were effectively denied voting rights in 
numerous Southern states until 1965. 


